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MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION

SUBJECT:  Small Arms Determinations, Ordnance and Explosives
(OE) Center of Expertise (CX) Interim Guidance Document 99-02

1.  PURPOSE:  To emphasize small arms ammunition descriptions
and hazards involved with OE support activities.

2.  APPLICABILITY:  This guidance applies to all U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers (USACE) commands having responsibility for
performing ordnance and explosives (OE) response actions.

3.  REFERENCES:

    a.  TM 1300-200, Ammunition Guide, October 1969, with change
5 September 1993.

    b.  TM 43-0001-27 Ammunition Data Sheets, Small Caliber
Ammunition, April 1994.

    c.  Glossary of Ordnance and Terms, Ordnance Engineering
Handbook Office, Duke University, June 1959.

4.  Determinations/Definitions:  The following requirements
apply:

    a.  The above listed references state 30mm and smaller sized
ordnance items are small arms.  For the purpose of OE projects
with small arms, the U.S. Army Engineering and Support Center,
Huntsville, OE-CX, recognizes caliber .50 and smaller as small
arms.  The determining factor is that caliber .50 and smaller
rarely contain explosive projectiles.

    b.  Small arms cartridges present a very low hazard.  A
deliberate effort must be applied to a very specific and small
point (the primer) to make the round function.  Using a tool
resembling a firing pin, i.e., a nail and hammer, or dropping
the cartridge on a sharp object could function the primer.  If
the round functions outside the weapons chamber (unconfined
space), the propellant gases would cause the bullet and
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cartridge to separate and, in addition, the cartridge case could
also rupture.  If this took place in close proximity to a
person, possible injury could result.

    c. Small arms ammunition (i.e., caliber .50 and smaller)
present a very low risk to the public.

5.  EFFECTIVE DATES:  Clarification in this interim guidance is
effective immediately, and will remain in effect indefinitely,
unless superseded by other policy or regulation.

6.  POINTS of CONTACT:  If you need additional information,
please contact Mr. Greg Parsons at 256-895-1589.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

C. DAVID DOUTHAT, P.E., CSP
Director, Ordnance and

                           Explosives Team

DISTRIBUTION:
Commander,
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, ATTN:  CEMP-RT (Mr. Larry Barb),
  20 Massachusetts Avenue, NW., Washington, DC  20314-1000
U.S. Army Engineer Division, Mississippi Valley,
  ATTN:  CEMVD-ET-CR (Ms. Susan Hampton), P.O. Box 80,
  Vicksburg, MS  39181-0080
U.S. Army Engineer District, New Orleans, ATTN:  CEMVN-ED-PM,
  P.O. Box 60267, New Orleans, LA  70160-0267
U.S. Army Engineer District, St. Louis, ATTN:  CEMVS-PM-M,
  1222 Spruce Street, St. Louis, MO  63103-2833
U.S. Army Engineer District, Vicksburg, ATTN:  CEMVK-ED-DR,
  2101 N. Frontage Road, Vicksburg, MS  39180-5191
(CONT)
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U.S. Army Engineer Division, Northwestern, ATTN:  CENWD-ED-CP,
  P.O. Box 2870, Portland, OR  97208-3589
U.S. Army Engineer District, Kansas City, ATTN:  CENWK-EP-EH
  (Mr. Millard Stone), 700 Federal Bldg, Kansas City, MO
  64106-2896
U.S. Army Engineer District, Omaha, ATTN:  CENWO-ED-EH
  (Ms. Tami Dittmar), 215 N. 17th Street, Omaha, NE  68102-4978
U.S. Army Engineer District, New England, ATTN:  CENAE-CO-TD
  (Mr. Bruce Williams), 696 Virginia Road, Concord, MA
  01742-2751
U.S. Army Engineer Division, North Atlantic, ATTN:  CENAD-PP-PM,
  Ft. Hamilton Community, Bldg 302, General Lee Avenue,
  Brooklyn, NY  11252
U.S. Army Engineer District, Baltimore, ATTN:  CENAB-EN-H
  (Ms. Christine Correale), 10 South Howard Street, Room 11000,
  Baltimore, MD  21203-1715
U.S. Army Engineer District, New York, ATTN:  CENAN-EN,
  26 Federal Plaza, Room 2109 New York, NY  10278-0090
U.S. Army Engineer District, Norfolk, ATTN:  CENAO-EN,
  Waterfield Bldg., 803 Front Street, Norfolk, VA  23510-1096
U.S. Army Engineer Division, Great Lakes & Ohio River,
  ATTN:  CELRD-PE-ED-TE, 111 N. Canal Street, Suite 1200,
  Chicago, IL  60606-7205
U.S. Army Engineer District, Chicago, ATTN:  CELRC-ED-P,
  111 N. Canal Street, Suite 600, Chicago, IL  60606-7206
U.S. Army Engineer District, Detroit, ATTN:  CELRE-ED-D,
  P.O. Box 1027, Detroit, MI  48231-1027
U.S. Army Engineer District, Rock Island, ATTN:  CEMVR-ED-D,
  Clock Tower Bldg, P.O. Box 2004, Rock Island, IL  61204-2004
U.S. Army Engineer District, St. Paul, ATTN:  CEMVP-ED-M,
  190 Fifth Street East, St. Paul, MN  55101-1638
U.S. Army Engineer District, Alaska, ATTN:  CEPOA-EN-EE-TE
  (Mr. Bernie Gagnon), P.O. Box 898, Anchorage, AK  99506-0898
U.S. Army Engineer District, Portland, ATTN:  CENWP-PE-DC,
  P.O. Box 2946, Portland, OR  97208-2946
(CONT)
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U.S. Army Engineer District, Seattle, ATTN:  CENWS-EN-GT
  (Ms. Elizabeth Dierich), P.O. Box 3755, Seattle, WA
  98124-3755
U.S. Army Engineer District, Walla Walla, ATTN:  CENWW-PM,
  201 North Third Avenue, Walla Walla, WA  99362-1876
U.S. Army Engineer District, Huntington, ATTN:  CELRH-DL-M
  (Mr. Richard Meadows), 502 8th Street, Huntington, WV
  25701-2070
U.S. Army Engineer District, Louisville, ATTN:  CELRL-ED-G
  (Mr. Bruce Murray), P.O. Box 59, Louisville, KY  40201-0059
U.S. Army Engineer District, Nashville, ATTN:  CELRN-ER-H
  (Mr. Mike Zoccola), P.O. Box 1070, Nashville, TN  37202-1070
U.S. Army Engineer Division, Pacific Ocean, ATTN:  CEPOD-ET-E
  (Mr. Allen Chin), Bldg 230, Fort Shafter, HI  96858-5440
U.S. Army Engineer Division, South Atlantic, ATTN:  CESAD-PD-R,
  60 Forsyth Street SW, Room 9M15, Atlanta, GA  30303-8801
U.S. Army Engineer District, Charleston, ATTN:  CESAC-EN-PR,
  P.O. Box 919, Charleston, SC  29402-0919
U.S. Army Engineer District, Jacksonville, ATTN:  CESAJ-DP-S,
  P.O. Box 4970, Jacksonville, FL  32232-0019
U.S. Army Engineer District, Mobile, ATTN:  CESAM-EN-GH
  (Mr. Michael Thompson), P.O. Box 2288, Mobile, AL  36628-0001
U.S. Army Engineer District, Savannah, ATTN:  CESAS-EN-GH
  (Mr. Charles Belin), P.O. Box 889, Savannah, GA  31402-0889
U.S. Army Engineer District, Wilmington, ATTN:  CESAW-TS-PE
  (Mr. John Baden), P.O. Box 1890, Wilmington, NC  28402-1890
U.S. Army Engineer Division, South Pacific, ATTN:  CESPD-ED-GH,
  333 Market Street, Room 923, San Francisco, CA  94105-2195
U.S. Army Engineer District, Los Angeles, ATTN:  CESPL-ED-D,
  P.O. Box 532711, Los Angeles, CA  90053-2352
U.S. Army Engineer District, Sacramento, ATTN:  CESPK-PPMD
  (Ms. Linda Finley-Miller), 1325 J. Street, Sacramento, CA
  95814-2922
U.S. Army Engineer District, Sacramento, ATTN:  CESPK-CO-CA
  (Mr. Clinton Huckins), Monterey Project Office, Presidio of
  Monterey, CA  93944-5000
(CONT)
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U.S. Army Engineer District, San Francisco, ATTN:  CESPN,
  333 Market Street, Room 903, San Francisco, CA  94105-2197
U.S. Army Engineer Division, Southwestern, ATTN:  CESWD-PP-M,
  1114 Commerce Street, Suite 404, Dallas, TX  75242-0216
U.S. Army Engineer District, Albuquerque, ATTN:  CESPA-ED-GH,
  4101 Jefferson Plaza, NE., Albuquerque, NM  87109-3435
U.S. Army Engineer District, Fort Worth, ATTN:  CESWF-PM-J
  (Mr. Dave Scotto), P.O. Box 17300, Ft. Worth, TX  76102-0300
U.S. Army Engineer District, Galveston, ATTN:  CESWG-ED-DC,
  Jadwin Building, 2000 Fort Point Road, Galveston, TX
  77553-1229
U.S. Army Engineer District, Little Rock, ATTN:  CESWL-ED-GH,
  P.O. Box 867, Little Rock, AR  72203-0867
U.S. Army Engineer District, Tulsa, ATTN:  CESWT-EC-DR
  (Ms. Susan Trussell), P.O. Box 61, Tulsa, OK  74121-0061
U.S. Army Engineer District, Omaha, HTRW Center of Expertise,
  ATTN:  CEMRO-HX-T (Ms. Sandi Zebrowski), 12565 West Center
  Road, Omaha, NE  68144-3869
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, ATTN:  CESO (Mr. S. Testerman),
  20 Massachusetts Avenue, NW., Washington, DC  20314-1000
U.S. Army Engineer District, St. Louis, ATTN:  CEMVS-ED-P,
  1222 Spruce Street, St. Louis, MO  63103-2833
U.S. Army Engineer District, Rock Island, ATTN:  CEMVR-ED-DO,
  P.O. Box 2004, Rock Island, IL  61204-2004
U.S. Army Engineer District, Los Angeles, ATTN:  CESPL-CO-SS,
  10845 Rancho Bernardo Road, Suite 200, Room 204, Rancho
  Bernardo, CA  92127
Director, U.S. Army Defense Ammunition Center, ATTN:  SIOAC-ESL,
  Route 84 N. Bldg 249, 3700 Army Depot Road, Savanna, IL
  61047-9639
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